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On target at the 
River Lions game 

JUUE JOCSAK/POSTMEDIA NETWORK 
Isabella Brenzil takes part In a shoot- 
off, which she won, during a break at 
the Niagara River Lions home opener 
against the Kitchener Titans at the 
Meridian Centre in downtown St. 
Catharines on Tuesday, December 27. 
The team played last night in London 
for their season opener and won 
107-106. 
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Union lack 


FISH & CHIPS 


lpc Haddock Dinner I For New Customer** 


Expires Jan 31,2017 


lpc Haddock Dinner 

$ 4" + tax 

Expires Jan 31,2017 


January birthdays** get 50% off your own meal 
& for your next visit 

With our rewards sign up 


"* Each new customer must sign up for rewards card 
" Offer one coupon for one customer 
** Offer valid at any location with this coupon 
l * Not Valid with any other offer 


St. Catharines 
Fourth Ave. <Acro.sfr.mti.eho.piui) 

905-684-2424 

Stoney Creek 1 
Barton 8t Grays 
905-662-2400 | 

Port Colborne 
Main 8c King 
905-835-0900 

St. Catharines 
Carlton 8c Vine 
905-937-1000 


Visit our new website for more information 

www.iloveunionjack.com 


Second stunting charge laid operated by driver who was 

j . „%■ “ charged with stunt driving - with 

against driver within weeks a docked spee d of m km/h in a 

A Lowbanks resident has been po^ go-km/h zone, 

hit with his second stunting charge. The driver has a lengthy record 

On Tuesday the Niagara of Highway Traffic Act offences, 

Regional Police stopped a vehicle «,i 

on Feeder Road in Wainf leet 


including a charge of stunting this 


past November, police said. 

The driver will now face 
provincial sanctions which include 
a mandatory seven-day vehicle 
impoundment, administrative 

driver's licence suspension and a 
monetary fine of up to $10,000. 


NEW YEAR NEW YOU! 


TROUBLE 
READING 
YOUR WATCH? 


TROUBLE 
READING 
YOUR TEXTS? 



to book your FREE consultation 


FREE SSnSSKolnlSSS | 

OR 

i s 250 OFF “»•! 

1 ft) II othei^ere combined. 1g 2Q17 | 

SONUS 

! P vision care plan 9 valued at $350. | 

I All procedures booked by | 

I January 15,2017 1 

FREE 

l Preliminary Eye Exam | 

| Until January 15,2017 | 

I a* 

BOOK NOW! see Now Pav Later’ S °“ °“ 
LIMITED TIME OFFER ' ’ 


Are you constantly turning up the volume on the television? 


family always asking you to turn the 
volume down? Hearing the television 
can be a common problem even for 
people who can hear everything else 
just fine. Fortunately, the rechargeable 
Phonak Aud&T B-R hearing aid has 
been specifically designed to improve 
your television listening experience, 
allowing you to enjoy the shows you 
love without disrupting the people 

Frequently turning up the volume on 
the television can be one of the first 

hearing loss. This type of hearing loss is 
caused by dam 



a high-frequency hearing loss, the hair 
cells that let us hear soft, high-pitched 
speech sounds are damaged, which can 
make speech sound unclear or mumbled. 


Most people won’t notice this drop in 
speech clarity right away, because they 

people in a quiet area, and get plenty 
of visual cues from the person talking. 
When watching television, there can be 
loud music in the background, people 
speaking fast or with an accent, and 
you cannot always see the face of the 
person talking. While turning up the 
volume helps a little, it will not improve 
the clarity you are missing out on. 


Fortunately, a new hearing aid has been 
designed with this problem in mind. 

needs, the rechargeable Phonak Audeo 
B-R hearing aids will significantly 

television, while keeping the volume at 
a much more comfortable level. These 
advanced devices are completely self- 
adjusting with no buttons to push, dials 
to turn, or batteries to change. You’ll be 
free to enjoy the shows you love while 
hearing your absolute best. 

Connect Hearing wants to help you 
hear the TV better. Call 1.888.408.7377 
or visit connecthearing.ca/recharge 

hearing test*. Qualified candidates 
will receive a no-obligation trial of the 
Phonak Audeo B rechargeable hearing 
aid, so you can hear for yourself how 
these hearing aids will help you hear 
your favourite show. 


Connect Hearing(^ 

Hear the TV dearly 

Without turning up the volume! 



Book your FREE hearing test* 

1.888.408.7377 

connecthearing.ca/recharge 

# 1 physician I n -as Q 

I REFERRED | U technology 
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Province says it can’t audit NPCA 




EDUARDO UMt /THE CANADIAN PRESS 

Kathryn McGarry, Minister 
of Natural Resources and 
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Plan ahead and don’t drink and drive 


T he holiday season is a celebra¬ 
tion of consumption, never more 
so than with New Year’s Eve. 
Some of the seasonal treats taste like 
peppermint or are covered in chocolate 
— but that’s not the type of stuff we need 
to worry about going through our systems 
as we attend various functions and parties 
during the holidays and beyond. 

Not that there’s anything wrong with 
tipping an adult beverage back with your 
friends, family and favourite co-workers 
for a few more days. Just make sure you do 
it wisely. 

When you enjoy some libations locally, 
best do it at a location within walking 
distance from where you plan to rest your 


head at the end of the night, or have a 
designated driver. 

If you’re depending on a local taxi then 
you’re either very new to the area or have 
never experienced the horrific reality that 

is needed the most. 

They are readily available on a Wednes¬ 
day afternoon for your grandma’s weekly 
trip to the supermarket, and that’s great. 

What about the group of childhood 
friends who only get together as one unit 
once a year for a special celebration? 

The ones who have careers, families and 
everything going for them and always play 
it safe by calling a cab when celebrating in 
the respective cities they moved to — it’s a 


lot different than what they’re used to. 

Spending a few days in some of Niagara’s 
smaller municipalities, such as Niagara- 
on-the-Lake or Fort Erie, can put every¬ 
thing at risk. 

You may find yourself standing outside 
in sub-zero temperatures, trying to figure 
out how to get home after an entertaining 
evening out. It’s already 2:30 a.m. and the 
taxi dispatcher says all their cars are busy 
and it will be at least a three-hour wait. 

Meanwhile, you see your own vehicle 
parked 50 feet away and know you can 
make it to your destination a few blocks 

Aside from all the horrific tragedies 
where innocent people lose their lives to 


drunk driving, including possibly your 

too, without any physical injury involved. 

This occurs when someone decides to 
take the risk of driving home because 
getting a cab, which seems like such a 
simple task, was impossible during the fes¬ 
tive season, after a graduation party, or 
after a night out playing cards when you 
know you have had one too many. 

So, be prepared throughout this coming 
year: sleep on a couch, have a designated 
driver lined up, stay home, or visit a local 
watering hole in your neighbourhood. 

Drinking and driving means risking a 
life, ora future, and it’s not worth it 
— Special to Postmedia Network 


Fentanyl crisis demands bold shift in treating drug addiction 



THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Fentanyl, a drug 100 times stronger than morphine, is now being found on streets. 


LARRY CAMPBELL 

Special to Postmedia Network 

It is time to face reality. We must actively 
seek new soludons to address the fentanyl 
crisis and be more proactive on an emergent 

The existing strategies to treat the disease 
called drug addiction are not working — 
more than 800 people will die in B.C. this 

We expect this number to continue to grow 
as more and varied compounds are intro¬ 
duced both domestically and from overseas. 

Think of the steps that were implemented 
immediately to prevent and treat SAKS and 
the Zika virus. 

And yet we refuse to move quickly and 

public health emergency. 

Why has this not been declared a public 
health emergency in the rest of Canada? 

Last week, the federal government intro¬ 
duced Bill C-37. This will undo the draconian 
measures of the previous government, which 
were based on fear, not science. 

Within this bill are measures to allow for 
borders agents to open letter mail that is 
suspected of containing powder and a ban on 
pill presses used to manufacture fake opiate 
pills. 

All of these measures certainly will assist 
in keeping fentanyl and other opiates from 
coming into the country. But we need to be 


Drugs will continue to enter and be made 
in this country. 

Even if we could stop fentanyl, there will 


always be other drugs manufactured and sold 
on the street. We need to treat the disease 
of drug addiction rather than continuing to 


depend on interdiction and law enforcement. 

All levels of government need to support 

suboxone, methadone, and stronger drugs 
like hydromorphone (dilaudid) and diacetyl- 
morphine (heroin). Replacement therapies 
treat withdrawal symptoms with opiates that 

We know that supervised injection sites 
work to prevent death and address the issues 
relating to public disorder — we should 
also be offering opiate-replacement therapy 
through supervised injection sites. 

People suffering from addictions should be 
seen by a doctor. The doctor can then make 
decisions on what therapy would work best. 
Prescriptions would be issued that can only 
be filled at a supervised injection site or other 
similar medical facility. The medicine would 
be administered at the site, with no drugs 

We as citizens must hold our politicians to 

Do we have to wait until this public health 
emergency reaches Ontario and Quebec 
before the federal government reacts? How 
many more people have to die? How many 
families need to suffer? 

Rise up. Demand action. The next person 
who dies a preventable death may be your 
family member or friend. 

- Larry Campbell is a Canadian senator 
and former mayor of Vancouver. 
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Slushy start to day includes upside-down vehicle 



Police and emergency vehi¬ 
cles dealt with a slippery Nia¬ 
gara last Thursday morning, but 
not an overwhelming one. 

While roads were slushy 
to start the day, CAA Niagara 
said staff weren't overly busy 
responding to roadside assist¬ 
ance calls. 

"It's been normal, really, it's 
been a light morning," said Bill 
Willard, vice-president of auto¬ 
motive service. ‘We didn't have 
the temperatures that turned 


While there was a "flurry of 
calls" between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. 
Willard said things had "calmed 
right down" by 10 a.m. Many of 
the calls involved vehicles need¬ 
ing tows after hitting curbs. 

"That's the common thing 
when you get the slush and ice." 

Thick snow in the morning 
was accompanied by temper¬ 
atures in the 1°C to 3°C range. 
Had it dropped below the freez¬ 
ing point, the morning drive 
would have been much more 

“It would have been a differ¬ 
ent story if that temperature had 
dove down, for sure." 


It's uncertain whether slick 
roads contributed to an early 
morning collision in Niagara 
Falls that left a vehicle upside 
down in a shopping plaza. 

Niagara Regional Police said a 
vehicle left the road near the cor¬ 
ner of McLeod and Kalar roads 
at about 4:30 a.m. It struckapole 
and some signs, then flipped 
over at Pinewood Plaza. 

The vehicle sustained "exten¬ 
sive" damage, said Sgt. Nilan 

The driver was uninjured, but 
charged with careless driving. 

Dave said Thursday morning 
crashes weren't "off the charts," 


with drivers taking precautions 
on the slick roads. 

"It's not out of control." 

JOHN LAW/POSTMEDIA NETWORK 

Niagara drivers faced slick 
roads Thursday morning, 
but police and CAA Niagara 
say their call volumes were 




Dr. Kimberly Dobson 


Fonthill and District Kinsmen 

are accepting submissions for their annual 



OTn\/ 


IN THE VILLAGE 


iDENTjSl 

V yiNTHE 

Smiled, cuitk 

Evening appointments available 


□ Do you experience h 

□ Are you 

□ Do you have dental i 

□ Are you nervous abc 


20 HWY20, UNIT 13, 

FONTHILL (In the Fonthill Plaza) 

Visit us on line at www.dentistryinthevillage.ca 



NEW PATIENTS 
WELCOME 

Call us today 

(905)882-0004 


Pelham Citizen of the Year Award, 2016 

The guidelines are... 
you cannot be a sitting politician, 
and must live or work in Pelham. 

The Citizen of the Year should 
exemplify volunteerism, and positive 
community activism. 

Submission must be in writing, 
and post marked no later than 
Friday, January 27, 2017. 

Send submissions to: 

The Kinsmen Club of Fonthill & District 
Box # 906, Fonthill, ON LOS 1E0 
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PenFinancial to open Fonthill branch 



^FOUNDATION 

for Niagara Health System 

ESuviijuJttm 'VrewJ/'V'um 

January 25,2017 | Tickets: $75 ea | $600 for Table of 8 

Eitterte uTuv ifour stoa ®f *3,000 



Survey spotlights Niagara dads' needs 
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Boxer remembered after body found 


ALLAN BENNER 

Postmedia Network 

Boxing was everything to 
Dominic (Mimi) Mercuri. 

The 51-year-old Welland resi¬ 
dent reached the provincial pin¬ 
nacle of the sport in the early 
1990s, claiming the Ontario 
championship in the feather¬ 
weight category "multiple times," 
said Ray Napper, a coach at Nap- 
per’s Boxing Club where Mer¬ 
curi trained throughout his long 

"He had a lot of experience, 
and he was a very slick fighter,” 
Napper said. “He had well over 
100 fights and you don’t get that 
for without being good.” 


Long after his own tenure in 
the ring had ended, Mercuri con¬ 
tinued to spend much of his time 
at the boxing dub in Wetland that 
was "his second home,” coaching 
other fighters. 

“Ever since 1995, he helped 
coach at the boxing dub off and 
on," Napper said, adding Mercuri 
had recently talked about return¬ 
ing to the club as a coach in the 
coming year 

Napper was at the boxing dub 
Tuesday when he learned Mer¬ 
curi had died. 

Tuesday in the icy waters of the 
Welland Recreational Canal by 
the Lincoln Street bridge. 


“The coaches and myself and 
a couple of the boxers all stayed 
behind after practice and we all 
shared memories about him,” 
Napper said. “He was a huge 
part of the boxing dub, and help¬ 
ing kids out" 

Years ago, when Napper was 
a competitive boxer, itwas Mer¬ 
curi who helped him reached 
the national championship level 
of the sport 

“Mimi really helped me out 
when I was fighting and I formed 
a good bond with him that just 
carried oveif Napper said. 

More recently, Mercuri helped 
Napper train other young boxers, 
including one athlete who went 



Mercuri’s love for the sport 



with Mimi because hewasafun 
guy to be around in the gym, 
and his passion for boxing is just 
unbelievable and teaching it in 
a fun way,” he said. “That’s why 
it’s such a big loss, especially for 
the people who don't know him 

Mercuri has had trouble with 
the law in recent years, induding 
a standoff with police on West 


Main Street about a decade ago. 
But he was also known as a kind 
and caring person to his numer¬ 
ous friends from throughout the 
province. 

"People from all over Ontario 
are messaging me, sending con¬ 
dolences about Mimi,” Napper 

Although a funeral service for 
Mercuri is taking place today, 


planning to remember him on 
his birthday today. 

“I don’tthink we're going to do 
a huge thing for him, but we're 
going to do a moment of silence 


Niagara Regional Police con¬ 


firmed Thursday that the body 
found earlier this week in the rec¬ 
reational canal was Mercuri. A 
post-mortem examination con- 
ducted Wednesday determined 
the cause of his death was not 


Mercuri was reported to have 
been in Welland hospital for 
a medical issue about a week 
before he died 


whereabouts in the days lead¬ 
ing up to his death to 
Welland detectives '' 

4111 ext 3355, to ass 
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The weather outside is frightful but Royal Henley is so delightful! 



Retirement Community 


4 


m 


This winter I will not have to worry about getting stuck 
inside in the snow. I will be too busy visiting with friends 
by the fireplace, playing bocce ball and enjoying warm hot 
chocolate... here at the Royal Henley we have everything 
we need, all in one place. 

-Kurt Hand Molly C. 


Book Your Winter Getaway 
and Stay Worry Free This Winter. 
Included in your stay: 

Three delicious meals each day, daily activities, entertainment and Aqua Fitness 
in our heated salt water pool 

0 Scheduled transportation for local shopping and events 
Weekly housekeeping, concierge service 
0 24/7 registered nursing staff on-site 

And so much more! 


Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow. 


Call Sarah or Jessica Today to schedule your tour or find out more information 905-935-1800 



Make Royal Henley 
Retirement Community your home! 

582 Ontario Street, St. Catharines, ON L2N 0A2 
Experience Vibrant Seniors Living 


www.royalhenley.com 
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HALF 

PRICE 


20 Highway 20 East, Fonthill 


Store hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 am to 9 pm 
Sat. 8 am to 6 pm • Sun. 9 am to 6 pm 


GIANT 

TIGER 


1/2 PRICE! 


LIMIT OF 4 

Reg. 4.00-4.69, Assort., 340-550 g 


MOISTURE/HUMIDIlt 55% 
M.F./M.G. 31% 


COCA-COLA 

98 * 

1/2 PRICE! 

LIMIT OF 5 

Reg. 1.97, Assort, 2 L, *554366/554363 J 


OVER HALF OFF! 

LIMIT OF 5 


W PRICES IN EFFECT 
JANUARY 4-10,2017 

WHILE QUANTITIES LAST. 


OVER HALF OFF! 

LIMIT OF 5 
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LOCAL 


Totes to aid foster kids during difficult move 
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Phone: 1-866-541-6757 ♦ Fax: 1-866-485-8461 » Email: pelhamnews.classifieds@sunmedia.c; 


businessd i rectory 



@ Pelham 


NIAGARA 

® pelham.ca | 121 20 Pelham Town Square, PO Box 400, Fonthill, ON | S 905-892-2607 | S 905-892-5055 




^Pelham 

OMMUNITY 


The Town of Pelham is now accepting applications for the position: 

• Casual Crossing Guard 

• 2017 Spring/Summer Student Opportunities 

Apply at www.pelham.ca/career-opportunities 


EXPO 


Monday, February 20, 2017 ©W 

12:00pm-2:00pm — — — — 

Pelham Arena 1 
1120 Haist Street Fonthill < 


NIAGARA 

Offers Monkeynastix Classes! 

From Jan uary 11, 2017-Apr il 5, 2017 





For Beginners 


WHEN: January 17 - February 28,20171 Tuesdays | 6:30 - 9:30pm 
WHERE: Old Pelham Town Hall | 491 Canboro Road, Ridgeville 
FEES: $90.00 * M: 


ILearn to Skate 


If you are interested in building your fundamentals or 
just want to learn to skate recreationally, 

Adult Learn to Skate is for YOU ! 

JANUARY 9 th to MARCH 20 th , 2017 

EVERY MONDAY 

1:00-2:00pm Must be u 

For all Town of Pelham Programs, register online at 
www,pelhgm.og/Register gnd visit www,pglhgm,gg for more details 


Ballroom Dance 
Lessons 

Learn the Tango and Cha Cha 

MONDAYS 

Beginners Intermediate 

7^oo^-^8joogm | 8;0O-^gopm 

JANUARY 16 to MARCH 27. 2017 


lis course will be offered on DSBN P.D. Day! 

FRIDAY. JANUARY 20, 2017 

9:00am-3:00pm at the pelham arena (hall) I 


L I_ YOUR STU 1= F 3 


:ri 
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Want to see even more savings? 
Visit CommissosFreshFoods.com 
^ and click on the flyer icon to 
see all of our weekly specials! 


Sale prices in effect Friday Jan. 6 through Jan. 12,2017 

FRI I SAT I SUN I MON I TUE I WED I THU 

6 | 7 | 8 | 9 | 10 | 11 | 12 

6161 Thorold Stone Rd., Niagara Falls, ON 
Mon-Fri 7am-8pm • Sat 7am-7pm • Sun 8am-6pm 










